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Dear Friends, 
 
 
What a Summer of sport it has been this year. We all needed something to cheer us up after such a 
difficult 18 months. We have had the Football European Championships, the Olympic, followed by 
the Paralympics and as I write Emma Raducanu has just reached the final of the American Open 
Tennis at the tender age of 18.  
 
The 18-year-old had only just sat her A-levels when she reached Wimbledon’s fourth round in July, 
and having defeated Greece's Maria Sakkari in the early hours of Friday she will prepare for the 
chance to emulate Virginia Wade, the last British woman to win a grand slam final. But years before 
her final secondary school exams, she attended Bickley Primary School, and staff there noticed her 
talent from an early age. 
 
Since then, her former teacher Rebecca Rodger said she had kept track of Raducanu's burgeoning 
career and that the sport star "is still the same girl I recognise from when she started school". 
Ms Rodger also revealed a letter a much-younger Raducanu had written to her, thanking her for 
teaching her during her time in her class. 
 
"Dear Miss Catchpole, Thank you for all your help and everything! I enjoyed all your lessons. Love 
from Emma."  
 
Ms Rodger said that Raducanu still has the same character traits that she did as a child and that even 
as a youngster the British number one was humble, determined and lacking in ego. She said, “I am so 
proud of her, it’s been lovely to see how she is still the same girl I recognise from when she started 
school. Still very determined, very grounded, still wants to achieve really well and you can still see in 
her that little girl that I knew. It’s been amazing and I’m sure she’s going to go on and achieve even 
greater things.” 
 
'Humble, determined and lacking in ego' reminds me of Paul's letter to the Galatians where he wrote 
about the fruits of the Spirit. The Message translates it like this: 
 
But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way that 
fruit appears in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance about life, serenity. We 
develop a willingness to stick with things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a conviction that 
a basic holiness permeates things and people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, 
not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and direct our energies wisely.  
Galatians 5:22-23 
 
When you and I are animated by the Holy Spirit, our lives produce fruit that transforms us and the 
world around us. The Spirit is the presence within us that allows us to stay calm and contented in a 
world full of strife. Jesus once said that we are going to be known by our fruit. All of our lives produce 
fruit, but it is the kind of fruit that is produced that's important. What kind of fruit is your life 
producing? It is the fruits of the Spirit that help us to draw closer to God. What we produce today has 
eternal significance. The surest sign of the Holy Spirit working in our lives is JOY. As Emma Raducanu 
said the other day after winning a match “I’m just really enjoying the experience.” 

 
May God's joy be yours  


