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Dear Friends, 
 
 
There are some wonderful words at the start of John’s gospel, words we usually associate 
with Christmas and New Year: 
 
 ‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth’ (v14).  
 
September is a nearly here. And it often feels more like a new beginning than January, where 
nothing much changes except the number of the year. In September the school and 
university year begins, work gathers pace, club and activities return, things get going. This 
year, that sense of a fresh start is perhaps intensified as we adjust to life after lockdown. 
September may not be the time to make resolutions, though it may still be a good moment 
for us to rethink the rhythm of our devotional lives. In doing so, there’s one vital lesson to 
keep in mind – Jesus came for us.  
 
We did not ascend to heaven; God descended to earth. As John puts it, ‘the Word became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us’ or from the Message translation, ‘The Word became 
flesh and blood, and moved into the neighbourhood.’ His was the initiative, ours only the 
response. It has always been so. We only seek God because God first sought us. Whenever 
we feel a stirring to pursue him, it’s his grace that has put it there, 'his wooing that has 
roused us'.  
 
At the beginning of a new year, and perhaps in September too, many of us resolve to read 
our Bible more, to pray more, to be more fruitful in our everyday lives. We grit our teeth and 
‘try harder’. But we’re already on the back foot. If we forget that God has taken the decision 
to come to us, our prayers become an exercise in striving. We try to pray for longer than we 
desire, or pray the ‘right’ prayers. Soon we can feel dejected. Perhaps we have forgotten the 
grace of the incarnation, the coming of God to us. And so, the right response is not to strive 
but to rest, trusting that God wants to be with us, wants to listen, wants to speak. So, 
instead of trying to manufacture an experience, it can be helpful simply to acknowledge his 
presence, repeating quietly to ourselves a short phrase like ‘You are here. And I am here’ 
wherever you may find yourself this year.  
 
In this position of prayerful trust, we can be confident that the places in which we find 
ourselves, the people among whom we live and work, and the tasks to which he calls us will 
all be permeated by the presence of the one who is ‘full of grace and truth’.  
 
 

May God's richest blessing be yours  
 
 
 
 

  

You will find some weekly NEWS overleaf… 



 
 

News from CBC – bulletins for this week 
 
Communion at Home 

Sam would be pleased to offer Communion at home those who are unable to attend.  He 

also would be happy to do a Covid Lateral Flow Test before he attends your home. 

Church Meeting – Sunday 26th September 

The next Church Meeting will take place on Sunday 26th September 2020 following the morning 

service and another agenda will be distributed nearer the time.  We trust that by September, more 

people will feel comfortable in attending.  Thank you. 

 

Statement from the minister and deacons re: Covid restrictions. 

In the light of government changes in Covid restrictions the minister and deacons have decided that 

for the time being they will continue to wear face masks when gathered for worship. They will keep 

the situation under constant review.  PS: You do not need to book to attend Sunday Worship – just 

come. 

Sunday Morning Refreshments 

Refreshments are available after the morning service. 

Tables are set out in the rear hall for self-service. So far this has been well attended by those present. 

We welcome and look forward to those attending joining us. 

 

 

 


