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Dear Friends, 
 
We have seen on the news over recent weeks, reports of unprecedented floods in Europe and China and extreme 
temperatures in USA and Canada with forest fires. We are told by scientists that the UK is already undergoing 
disruptive climate change with increased rainfall, sunshine and temperatures. The year 2020 was the third 
warmest, fifth wettest and eighth sunniest on record. No other year is in the top 10 on all three criteria. In the 
space of 30 years, the UK has become 0.9C warmer and 6% wetter. 
 
As the climate continues to warm we are going to see more and more extreme weather such as heatwaves and 
floods. Scientists have recently warned that greenhouse gas levels were already too high for a manageable future 
for humanity. Even if governments could achieve the challenging outcome of limiting the global temperature rise 
to 1.5C – which looks very unlikely - that would still lead to a 10% increase in the amount of water the air can 
hold. That means that in the UK we are likely to see temperatures of 40C. As we get 1.5C warming, that’ll be 
something we see on a regular basis. 
 
Even a small temperature rise of 0.1 or 0.2 degrees overall can make a huge difference – especially in the 
frequency and intensity of extreme events. It often takes a massive high-impact event to change attitudes to the 
climate – so let’s hope what’s been happening recently with extreme weather will raise the will to tackle the 
problem. 
 
COP26 is the 26th UN Climate Change Conference and takes place in Glasgow under the UK’s presidency.  It was 
originally due to take place in late 2020, but was postponed to November 2021.  COP21, in Paris in 2015, was the 
first to reach landmark global agreements to combat climate change, the so-called “Paris Agreement". 
 
The Church in the UK and around the world is calling us to pray without ceasing for the COP26 Conference in 
Glasgow in November. I hope that you will join me in your prayers for the world's leaders, that they may be given 
the courage to make the difficult decisions needs. And pray for the negotiations and agreements that need to be 
made over the coming months.   
 

A Prayer: 
Father of Creation, God of Compassion, you created a world of wonder, of possibility and potential. You 
declared it to be good. For this we give thanks. To you be praise, honour and glory.  
 
Father of Creation, God of Compassion, in this time of climate breakdown wake us up from our slumber 
and equip us afresh to be the justice-shaped people of God. Wake us up from our slumber and equip us 
afresh to our priestly and prophetic calling. May we speak truth in a culture of denial, and enact hope in a 
culture of despair. May we face what will be with love-filled action.  
 
In humanity’s darkest hour enliven us so we might bandage the wounds of those caught beneath the 
wheels of climate injustice. In humanity’s darkest hour may we have the courage to drive a spoke into the 
wheel of climate injustice itself.  
 
Father of Creation, God of Compassion, you created a world of wonder, of possibility and potential. You 
declared it to be good. In our grief, In our mourning, we give thanks. To you be praise, honour and glory. 
Amen 

 
May God's richest blessing be yours  


