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Dear Friends, 
 
In 1965, civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. took a knee 
during a march in Selma, Alabama. He took a knee while leading 
prayer outside the Dallas County Alabama Courthouse, along 
with several other civil rights marchers. The march was held over 
the right to vote, and prayer occurred after the group of about 
250 was arrested for parading without a permit.  
 
While King’s gesture was a prayer, kneeling has a long history 
in black civil rights movements throughout history. A drawing 
from the 1780s of an enslaved black man became an emblem 
of the British abolitionist movement in the 1800s. The image 
went on to be circulated for years. “Am I not a man and a 
brother” reads a scroll along the bottom of the drawing, 
which shows the shackled man kneeling. The gesture of 
kneeling has been articulating the promise and desire of 
freedom from oppression over many years.  
 
In recent months taking the knee has caused much controversy in USA and in the UK. Government ministers 
including our Prime Minister have refused to condemn the booing of England fans as the players have taken the 
knee to highlight racial inequality and discrimination. Our Home Secretary called it 'Gesture Politics'. After they 
missed penalties in the final of Euro 2020, Marcus Rashford, Bukayo Saka and Jadon Sancho were targeted by 
racist abuse on social media. In response The Home Secretary tweeted that she was disgusted they had been 
subjected to "vile racist abuse". The England player, Tyrone Mings responded on Twitter: "You don't get to stoke 
the fire at the beginning of the tournament by labelling our anti-racism message as 'Gesture Politics' and then 
pretend to be disgusted when the very thing we're campaigning against, happens.". 
 
I believe the England players are on the right side of history, and in years to come they will be seen as heroes who 
fought a just cause and those who booed or criticised them will be a footnote. I was once reported for being racist 
while at work and had a go before a panel to be 
interviewed. I was pleased to be cleared of any racist 
intent, but it did make me think, because we all have 
prejudices. I remember one eminent Baptist Minister 
once saying that he didn't think he was racist until his 
son came home with a new girl friend who was black.  
 
We are all equal in the eyes of God and we all have to 
accept that we are prejudiced. My prayer is that God 
will reveal our prejudices to us so we may work to 
overcome them and then truly treat everyone as 
children of God, created in his image.  

   
May God's richest blessing be yours  

An image of hope 


