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Dear Friends, 
 
Someone said to me the other day that they are not a lover of football or tennis. They will be pleased when the 
European Championships and Wimbledon are over, and as I write, they haven't got long to wait. For me, it's about 
the only time that I enjoy football or tennis.  
 
It has been an extremely difficult year. Everyone in this country has been directly affected by isolation and loss. 
But we have also seen countless examples of heroism and sacrifice. It’s given us all a new understanding of the 
fragility of life and what really matters. When you think of the grand scheme of things, perhaps football and 
tennis don’t seem so important. This year I have been particularly struck by the level of maturity of some of the 
young football players. But more than that, I have been impressed by Gareth Southgate, the England Manager. He 
and the team have been a marked contrast to British politics. We have seen effective leadership, humility, 
integrity, honesty, decency, dedication and teamwork.  
 
Gareth Southgate wrote in an article the other week:   'There’s something I tell our players before every England 
game, and the reason that I repeat it is because I really believe it with all my heart. I tell them that when you go 
out there, in this shirt, you have the opportunity to produce moments that people will remember forever. You are a 
part of an experience that lasts in the collective consciousness of our country' 
 
'Our players are role models. And, beyond the confines of the pitch, we must recognise the impact they can have 
on society. We must give them the confidence to stand up for their teammates and the things that matter to them 
as people. I have never believed that we should just stick to football.' 
 
'This is a special group. Humble, proud and liberated in being their true selves. The reality is that the result is just a 
small part of it. When England play, there's much more at stake than that. It’s about how we conduct ourselves on 
and off the pitch, how we bring people together, how we inspire and unite, how we create memories that last 
beyond the 90 minutes. That last beyond the summer. That last forever.' 
 
I have been asked in the past if it's right to pray for our favourite football team. I'm not sure that we should pray 
for a win, but I do think we should be praying for all in football. The players today are role models and many of 
them get a lot of abuse on social media. That's partly why England take the knee before every match, to highlight 
racial abuse in the game.  
 
Amongst the 26 in the squad, at least three have publicly shared how much God means to them. Raheem Sterling 
grew up going to church in the shadow of Wembley Stadium. He was once asked what his faith meant to him: 
"Massive. Massive. Massive to me. I always give thanks for my life, always give thanks for my family's life and I'm 
just really grateful for the position I'm in." 
 
Marcus Rashford was also asked in a recent interview about his faith: "...sometimes the faith we have in God is 
shown by the people that we are. For me and my family that is definitely the case. If you could see our lives 15-20 
years ago to where we are now, it's impossible not to have faith in God and all he does." 
 
I believe God wants us to have a home in our hearts for all those involved in this England team. Let's hold them in 
our prayers. Win or lose the final, I pray they may continue to show maturity, integrity, decency and humility.  

 
May God's richest blessing be yours  


