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You will be aware that Sam is on holiday in Scotland and I am sure we all wish him a happy and 
peaceful time. Whilst away, he has asked me to do the Grapevine so here goes… 
 
Most of you will be aware of Forest Schools where children (and adults) can learn about personal 
and social skills in a natural environment.  It began over 15 years ago and flew in the face of over 
the top risk assessments in education.  Refreshingly, now many children have the opportunity to 
get wet and muddy using their imaginations in building dens, ‘cooking’, climbing and generally 
having fun.  In the process, they are learning many different skills.  I bet the teachers have a lot of 
fun too. 
 
If you go to some outside spaces, they may have an area where such activities can take place.  On 
Sunday, we went to the Courts Gardens with our youngest son and his family.  We welcomed the 
shade when the 5 and 7-year old played for some time in the Forest Garden there.  We were all 
busy designing and building a shelter with branches, etc. and after about half an hour, it was done 
– quite impressive with a roof and seating inside.  Then we moved on and left it for others to use. 
 
Mostly the time was fun but thinking about it more, we were co-operating, giving each other 
advice, encouraging and enthusing the children, making mistakes and rectifying them, listening to 
the Master Builders (the men!) and getting hot and tired. 
 
As we move forward regarding the re-building of Calne Baptist Church, these are not bad 
attributes to develop.  It has taken a very long time to get to this stage when finally plans can be 
drawn up and it would be easy to lose heart and patience, especially when we have also had to 
negotiate Covid as individuals and as a church.  You will be familiar with the image described by 
Paul in Romans of the different parts of the body being essential to the whole body and equating 
that to the Church – everyone being essential to the whole body or fellowship.   
 
We all have a part to play and no one is more important than anyone else, everyone should be 
involved.  We can’t all be involved in the planning or building but we can all pray to our faithful 
God for strength and guidance and that the new building will be one of praise and worship to Him. 
 
Moving on, like those Forest Garden builders, let us encourage and enthuse each other, co-
operate together with sensitivity and boldness, learn from mistakes, expect to get tired but also 
have some fun.  Most importantly, let us make sure that we are listening to the Master Builder – 
‘Unless the Lord build the house, the workers labour in vain’. 
 
One last thing – after building the den and we were about to leave, another child went in with his 
parent – what a cheek after all our effort!  He was welcome of course and hopefully, some more 
children made use of it and had some fun.  When the church building is finished, we of course 
want it to be filled with people praising God – but they may not have been the builders. 
 
May God bless and challenge you in the coming week. 
 
Jenny 
 
You will find some weekly NEWS overleaf… 
 
 



NEWS from CBC 
We are aware that some of our fellowship may feel left out of things at CBC especially if they are 
not able to use the internet to access the weekly recorded services and Zoom meetings, and 
especially who receive Grapevine by post.  We want to assure you that you are valued and loved 
and will always be a part of the CBC family.   
 
There will be some weekly information on this back page of Grapevine that will hopefully, help to 
keep you informed and a reminder that we are all part of one body. 
 
Sunday Services in Church 
We continue to hold services in church on Sunday Mornings, albeit with limited numbers due to 
Covid social distancing.  Nevertheless, each week we are still well under the capacity that we can 
safely accommodate.  Everyone has to wear a mask, sign in and use the hand sanitiser gel which is 
available to use.  We can sing behind our masks but not too loudly. 
If you feel you would like to attend call Jenny 01249 814499 by Saturday each week so she can 
keep track of how many are coming. The church is cleaned every week prior to Sunday. 
 
Also, did you know that we have started a special service just for Parents with Children on the 2nd 
Sunday of each month at 10.30am replacing the usual service while Covid restrictions last. Same 
booking arrangements apply to parents and children as above.   
 
Church Garden 
Imogen and Barry have been busy tidying up the front Church Garden and planting more flowers. 
What a lovely time of year to appreciate all the wonderful colours around us. 
 
 

 

 


