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Dear Friends, 
 
As I write it looks like the government is to take just that little bit longer before getting rid of all Covid restrictions. 
However, it looks like we might be very close to the day when we can gather again and sing to our hearts content 
as we worship.  
 
Over the year we have faced a withdrawal of worshipping privileges. A cost, as we have sought to constrain the 
spread of the unseen virus. I have heard some people say that the government has crossed a threshold in denying 
religious communities their right to worship. But it might just be a gift. It might be our opportunity to come back 
to the heart of worship. That’s the title of a late 1990's worship song by Matt Redman. Matt's church in Watford 
were struggling with sung worship. The church was reminded by their pastor that they were not consumers of 
worship but producers of worship. He asked the question: “When you come through the doors on a Sunday, what 
are you bringing as your offering to God?” Later, as the church rediscovered a heart for worship and reintroduced 
the musicians and sound system, Redman wrote a new song that describes what was experienced:   
 
"We can put too much emphasis on singing as part of our worship.  
When the music fades, all is stripped away and I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that's of worth 
That will bless Your heart  
I'll bring You more than a song 
For a song in itself is not what You have required  
You search much deeper within 
Through the way things appear  
You're looking into my heart  
I'm coming back to the heart of worship 
And it's all about You, it's all about You Jesus 
I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made it 
When it's all about You, it's all about You Jesus" 
 
Worship is far more than a song. A season of 'constraint' might have helped us return to the heart of worship, 
where it's all about him, and where he wants our hearts first, not just the words (spoken or sung) from our lips. I 
have learnt some things over this past year. To nurture a heart attitude of worship as I walk through daily life. I 
walk slower, I thank God for his creation, his provision in my life, that he cares for me and that he provides my 
daily bread. I have learnt to worship without song.  
 
What if we were challenged with the question: “What are you bringing as your offering of worship to God today?” 
What if each of us, whether officially involved in our Sunday worship or not, understood that we are producers of 
worship, not consumers. In other words, we are not simply there to receive but to give, and our very presence 
adds something of value to our corporate worship.  
 
 
 

May God's richest blessing be yours  


