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Dear Friends, 
 
If you read the Old Testament, you will discover that Pentecost was one of the Jewish feast days. Only they didn't 
call it Pentecost then. That's the Greek name, meaning fiftieth. The Jews called it the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of 
Weeks. It is mentioned five times in the first five books of the Bible. Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning 
of the early weeks of harvest. In Palestine there were two harvests each year. The early harvest came during the 
months of May and June and the final harvest came in the Autumn. Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning 
of the early wheat harvest, which meant that Pentecost always fell sometime during the middle of the month of 
May or sometimes in early June. 
 
There were several festivals, celebrations, or observances that took place before Pentecost. There was Passover, 
there was Unleavened Bread, and there was the Feast of Firstfruits. The Feast of Firstfruits was the celebration of 
the beginning of the barley harvest. According to the Old Testament, you would go to the day of the celebration of 
Firstfruits, and beginning with that day, you would count off 50 days. The fiftieth day would be the Day of Pentecost. 
So Firstfruits is the beginning of the barley harvest and Pentecost the celebration of the beginning of the wheat 
harvest.  
 
Christians today observe Pentecost not to celebrate a wheat harvest, but to remember when the Holy Spirit came 
and empowered the Church (Acts 2).  The Holy Spirit filled the Church with power and added 3,000 new 
believers. The Acts account reports that, after Jesus ascended into heaven, Jesus’ followers were gathered together 
for the Feast of Harvest (Pentecost), and the Holy Spirit “filled the whole house where they were sitting. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them”.  
 
This strange occurrence drew a large crowd, and Peter stood up to speak to them about repentance and the gospel 
of Christ. By the end of that day the Church grew by 3,000 people.  Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire, 
the apostles had a greater understanding of the mysteries of the Good News, and were better equipped to preach 
to people of all nations and languages. 
 
The Spirit was promised by Jesus.  
 
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things, and bring to 
your remembrance all that I said to you.” John 14:26 
 
This New Testament event is also significant because it fulfilled an Old Testament prophecy in Joel. 
 
“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will 
dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days.” 2:28-29 
 
Jesus had promised that he would leave, but that he would send the comforter, the holy spirit, and it was at that 
moment on the Day of Pentecost when the spirit came and empowered the early church. Pentecost is the living 
reality of the moment that the spirit of God burst forth. But it was only the start of the amazing growth of the early 
church, and it doesn't stop there. The golden age was not just back then, but is NOW, and every 'now' yet to come, 
as we encounter Christ anew in unexpected ways, in new and unexpected people we meet along life's journey.  

 
May God's richest blessing be yours  


