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Dear Friends, 

In times such as this I like to think that I would have something profound to say. Something that 
might help us to understand where God is in all of this and what his plan is. But as I write this article I 
realise that I don't, and perhaps that it okay. 
 
I have read articles from some telling us why God is doing this to us, and assuring us that the 
pandemic is, “all part of god’s plan.” It's a punishment, a warning or a sign. They are prescribing 
optimism, by saying that the God is engineering these days as a way of bringing humanity closer to 
him. And there are others who suggest it is the work of the devil. But they are all knee-jerk reactions 
from people trying to find an explanation.  
 
With regard to finding an explanation N.T Wright writes,  
 
'But supposing it doesn’t have an explanation? Supposing real human wisdom doesn’t mean being 
able to string together some dodgy speculations and say, “So that’s all right then?” What if, after all, 
there are moments such as T. S. Eliot recognized in the early 1940s, when the only advice is to wait 
without hope, because we’d be hoping for the wrong thing?' 
 
I have been posting a short prayer on Facebook every day during this lockdown. At the start it was 
easy but has become increasingly difficult to put my thoughts into prayers for others to make sense 
of.  
 
Some like to think of God as above all of this, knowing everything, in charge of everything, calm and 
unaffected by the troubles in his world. But that’s not the picture one sees in the Bible. God is a God 
who laments. So it is not surprising that during these weeks many have found the Psalms very 
helpful, and particularly the Psalms of lament. So yes, I have spent many days in Lament. 
 
As N. T. Wright says, 
 
 'As the Spirit laments within us, so we become, small shrines where the presence and healing love of 
God can dwell. And out of that there can emerge new possibilities, new acts of kindness, new 
scientific understanding, new hope. New wisdom for our leaders? ' 
 
And rather than look for God's plan in all of this I look for his presence. I see his presence in the way 
Captain Tom Moore walked and the public gave £28 million. I see his presence in strangers 
anonymously dropping off supplies to their neighbours. I see his presence in the small acts of 
kindness that remind people who feel unloved of their belovedness. I think the best we can do in 
these days is to lament, then persevere, give and heal—and above all, love. 

  
 

• Please hold Cynthia and the wider family in your prayers, as we give thanks to God for the 
life of Bert Williams - whose funeral is Thursday 30th April. There will be another 
opportunity for all of us to give thanks for his life at a later date. 

 
 
N.B. If you have anything you might like to share with us all on our Sunday broadcasts please do 
let me know.  

 
God bless you all 


