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Dear Friends, 
 
To be honest I am not much of a Royalist and if you think about it neither were those who meet in 
secret for worship on our church site on Castle Street all those years ago. However, I am interested in 
people's lives and stories. On one of the many TV tributes to Prince Philip I was fascinated to hear that 
he was the one who encouraged and persuaded the Queen to talk about her own Christian faith in her 
2000 Christmas broadcast. In the early the days, they used to be more like travelogues, sharing where 
the royal family had been. However, in 2000 the Queen spoke very movingly and powerfully about her 
own Christian faith and the impact it had on her life. And it was Philip who persuaded the queen to 
make more of her own Christian faith. He was reported to have said, 'You should be talking about this.' 
 
I was also interested to discover that Philip was extremely interested in theology and he had a 
wonderful knowledge of the Bible. Apparently, he would note down all the details of a sermon, and 
then he would quiz the preacher at lunchtime and ask them about their sermon. He would really test 
their mettle. He once discussed with a minister far into the night about biblical references to the 
environment, which was his great interest. He was particularly interested in what the Bible had to say 
about creation and our relationship with it.  
 
He did a lot in his life to forward the world faiths involvement in creation issues. He was behind a 
conference in 1986 when he was President of the International World Wildlife Fund, which brought 
together Christians, Buddhists, Hindus, Jews and Muslims, to think about their attitude to God's 
creation. And at the end of the conference it was Prince Philip who proposed the creation of an alliance 
of religions and conservation, which was duly set up.  
 
He said, 'If you believe in God, which is what Christians are supposed to do, you should feel a 
responsibility to care for God's creation.' He spoke about the urgent need to face up to what we 
humans are doing, and that it should lie heavily on the Christian conscience. He was passionately 
involved, often writing letters to faith leaders and governments. He produced a book in 1989, called 
Survival or Extinction, A Christian Attitude to the Environment. And of course, all this was long before 
most of us were concerned about climate change and global warming.  
 
Every year 22nd April is Earth Day. The theme this year is: Together, we have the power to Restore Our 

Earth. It is a day when we should be silent before God, recognising the part we play in the destruction 

of our environment. It is a day to lament and repent our present consumption. It is a day to focus on 

God's eternal grace for us and his creation. And like Philip, commit ourselves to creation's care as we 

delight in it. 

 
                                                         May God's richest blessing be yours  


