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Dear Friends, 

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1:3). 
 
Coronavirus might have forced us to close our church doors, but the Easter story of death and new 
life, with its message of hope and rescue from despair and fear, has rarely felt more urgent and 
relevant. 
 
The disciples were nowhere to be seen but were hidden away behind locked doors fearing for their 
lives. That could very easily describe the world we have been living in for the last number of weeks. 
What once was familiar has become unfamiliar and we are now in many ways cut off from our 
normal routine and way of living. Family and friends are isolated and kept apart, with doors closed to 
keep out an unseen enemy.  Every day we search for good news and some sort of light upon the 
horizon. When Jesus rose from the dead on that first Easter morning, he brought the light of hope 
into the darkness of despair. The stone was rolled away from the entrance to the tomb and the risen 
Lord appeared to Mary. Through closed doors he entered the place where the disciples were and 
said to them "peace be with you". 
 
The Easter story may begin in the darkness, but it ends in the light. From Good Friday to Easter Day - 
from the cross to the empty tomb, from death to life - these holy days invite us to journey inwards 
to seek the inner peace that only Christ can bring. That peace and confidence in Christ encourages 
us, like the first disciples, to announce and live out the Good News that Christ is alive. 
 
In our present situation we have seen the light of the risen Christ shine out in the devotion and care 
shown by healthcare workers and others on the frontline reaching out to help; in the kindness 
shown by neighbours and in gentle and simple acts of compassion carried out by countless 'Good 
Samaritans'. I read of a street artist, Angelo Picone in Naples, who lowers wicker baskets from his 
balcony, each filled with food and a note reading, “If you can, put something in. If you can’t, take 
something out.” It's for the city’s poor and homeless. Wonderful!  
 
Despite the uncertainty, suffering and grief of these days, the Lord is near. We must never give up 
hope. His Spirit is with us. "Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord" (John 20:20) - Christ 
is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Because of this sure and confident hope, we can live more fully 
and assuredly in this present uncertain world. 
 
N.B. On Easter Sunday we will be sharing communion together again so please have your bread 
and wine ready before watching our broadcast. 
 

Video contact using YouTube: An email with link(s) to the latest CBC Broadcast(s) are sent to all 
with an email address registered in our CBC Directory. Links to all our CBC Broadcasts can be found 

at www.calne-baptist.org.uk/cbclive 

 
Continue to look after each other by telephone, email, letter/cards etc.  It is time for us to shine and 
offer help where we can.  
 

Wishing you the joy of Easter 
May God bless you all 

Sam King 
Minister - Calne Baptist Church 
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