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Dear Friends,  

Sam is away in Scotland for two weeks – we trust he will have a peaceful and restful time away.  In his 

absence, here are a few thoughts. 

Misconceptions: Misunderstandings 

I wonder if you have ever been confronted in your Christian life by some of these comments – ‘do 

gooder’, ‘bible basher’, ‘kill joy’, ‘hypocrite’?  Although such comments may offend or upset us, they 

may be the result of a person’s wrong experience of Christianity – perhaps we as individuals and the 

church in general may be guilty of portraying the Christian faith in a damaging or ungracious way at 

times.  Could it be that the language we use about our faith can mislead, however passionate we may 

be.   

Our eldest grandchild was baptised last year at the age of 15.  It was a joy of course and great to have 

all the family there in the church to celebrate.  Unfortunately, the main thing some of them came away 

with was that they were all ‘sinners’, they felt condemned and seemingly couldn’t equate that with 

what they consider to be good, well-meaning lives.  They missed the point of this amazing, merciful 

God, sending his beloved Son to reach out and touch us with underserved love.   

When my mother died at the relatively early age of 67, my eldest sister at the time commented to me 

‘it’s easier for you, being a Christian’.  How wrong she was, I felt the pain and sadness just like the rest 

of us but I did have someone to take that sadness to.  I dearly loved my sister and we had some 

interesting conversations on many subjects including Christianity but she had her ideas that she kept to 

and I guess so did I.  I think she considered any kind of faith to be a ‘crutch’ to be brought out in times 

of trial or trouble, hence her comment.  Oh! how wrong she was, if only she could have caught a 

glimpse of the wonderful love of God that surrounds us every day in every experience be that good or 

bad.  Did she get it wrong or did I?  Was my witness contrary to how God wanted me to be with her? 

What a responsibility we have as we work out our journey with God.  We will try to live out our 

Christian faith by loving and caring for others but many people who do not profess any kind of faith will 

have similar ethics, we are no better or worse than anyone else.  What makes the difference?  In his 

first letter to Timothy, Paul reminds Timothy of his past opposition and persecution of the followers of 

Jesus, something he thought was the right thing to do.  What changed him, his attitude and his whole 

life? – ‘Grace mixed with faith and love poured over me and into me, and all because of Jesus’ (1Tim 

1:14).  Jesus makes the difference by being at the centre of our lives.  I hope that even if I were not a 

Christian, I would be a kind and giving person (who knows?) but without Jesus in my life, there would 

definitely be something missing and the joy of my walk with Him is what I want others to know and 

experience.  

I need to be careful how I walk the life Christ has given me and live out my faith in Him. 

‘Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the way you are and always with the 

utmost courtesy’ (1Peter 3:15) 

 

Jenny Woods   

 


