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Dear Friends, 
 
I admit that I am often perplexed at the reactions I see online to things we have been asked to do by our 
government to help prevent the spread of Covid 19. I am baffled by the outrage of some at wearing masks and 
the anger people express over being asked to keep a safe distance from people. And I am especially baffled by 
some of the reactions I have seen Christians express to being asked to avoid singing in gathered worship.  
 
Singing is considered to be a “high risk” activity because it sends the Covid virus infected droplets out in the air. 
There have been a number of examples of “super spreading” events sparked by people singing with others. So, 
when churches were told some weeks ago they could start gathering again, they were also told to avoid 
communal singing. 
 
I love singing.  I love singing old hymns and learning new songs. Worship, wearing masks and without singing will 
be an adjustment, to say the least. But does that mean we would cease to worship? Does that mean there would 
be no value in gathering? Should we just not bother if we can’t sing, or if bits of the gathered service are 
recorded? You don't have to look far to discover that some people answer “yes” to those questions. “We cannot 
worship unless we sing, and everything is live” I’ve heard. “There’s no point in gathering if we can’t sing,” I’ve 
read.  
 
I am a little baffled by some responses. After all, we believe that prayer is worship, and it doesn't require singing. 
We believe that learning together is worship – though it does not involve singing. We believe that the reading of 
Scripture, sharing our stories, responsive reading, giving, silence before God, is all worship. There may be some 
of us who never sing but we wouldn't say that they cannot worship.  
 
We can come before God in lots of ways, and can learn to listen more and make space for new ways to 
experience God, and we may become more creative. As we start to gather we might lament the lack of singing in 
our gatherings and long for the day when it is possible again. But until then, we have an opportunity to discover 
and experience the full breadth of the ways we come before God. It is a gift I hope we can all gratefully 
accept. And for those who are unable to gather with us, we will continue to record worship in the same way as 
now.  
 
We are reminded in scripture that we should not “give up meeting together.” It also tells us that “where two or 
three are gathered” that God is with them. It is okay to miss and long for sung worship together again. It’s okay 
to be sad about it. But let's remember all the ways God can be worshipped, all the ways that we can seek to 
experience God’s presence and all the ways God can speak to us. And let us remember that Christ will be with us 
– whether we are gathered or scattered - whether we sing, dance, hum, or say nothing at all. 
 
In the coming weeks let us taste God’s grace in Christ, our friend and king who is never far from us, even if we’re 
being kept far from each other for a time. 
 

 
God's richest bless 

 
 
 


