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Dear Friends, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. I have been rereading a book in recent days 'Images of Jesus'. It includes 50 images 
of Jesus, some of which are surprising. - Jesus the drop out, the vagabond and the exorcist to name a few. One 
image that I was particularly stuck by was' Jesus the glutton and drunkard'. You may remember the verse from Luke 
7:34 where Jesus said:  
 
John came, not eating and drinking, and they say, he is possessed by a demon. The Son of Man has come eating and 
drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’  
 
Neither John or Jesus could do right in people's eyes. The people protected themselves from uncertainty caused by 
John by saying that he was possessed by a demon. They believed that such a harsh lifestyle could only be the result 
of demon possession. But Jesus, who ate and drank normally (he didn't spend his time eating wild locusts like John) 
was taunted as a glutton and a drunkard.  If Jesus was eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners in their 
eyes he could not be a prophet.  
 
You really can tell a lot about a person by the company they keep. People who prefer to echo their own prejudices, 
and recline in their own comfort zone, find ways of seeking out people who look sound and think exactly like 
themselves. It’s a way to feel safe. But those who value a sense of otherness and diversity will invariably end up 
mingling with people who are precisely unlike themselves. In fact, it's often in such a context that we rediscover who 
we are. It has been during my travels around the world to Africa, India and the Middle East where I have truly 
discovered who I am.  
 
It was in unlikely company where Jesus was re-affirmed as the Son of Man. Here too, we discover that God has 
friends in the most unlikely places. Jesus excluded no one from eating with him. He had meals with the Pharisees, 
but he especially turned to those who were despised. Sinners weren't just those who didn't follow God's 
commandments, for some were simply regarded as sinners by their occupation - dice players, organizers of dove 
races, shepherds, tax collectors, shippers, camel drivers and butchers to name a few. But Jesus excluded no one 
from the Kingdom of God because of their profession or lifestyle. He preached the Good News to them all and called 
them to repent and rethink their lives.  
 
I wonder if there is an unlikely place that you should be for a good reason? 
 

A Prayer 
 

Lord lead me to where I have not yet been, 
to the people I have not yet met 

and to love as you have always loved.  
Amen. 

 

God's richest bless 


