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Dear Friends, 

 

I do hope that you are all keeping well. I was to have enjoyed the West Coast of Scotland these past two weeks, 
but sadly it was a staycation. I have realised how hard it is to switch off while spending my annual leave at home. 
However, I was pleased that I was around when my father had his fall and broke his hip. Thank you for your kind 
thoughts and prayers. He is making slow progress at GWH and hoping to have more rehabilitation in a Community 
Hospital soon. 

 
Gathered Worship - You will be aware that the government announced 23rd June that churches can open for 
worship from 4th July, and there was further guidance from the government and Baptists Together published this 
past week. The requirements for the safe opening of buildings are extensive, and in the case of gathered worship 
some things are explicitly prohibited: 

 
• Congregational and choral singing (One person can sing but preferably behind a Perspex screen). 
• Sharing food or drink. (Communion has different guidance) 
• Anything that brings those from different households closer together than 1m without mitigation, like the 
wearing of face coverings. (2m distance between households should be maintained). 
• Any contact between people such as handshakes, hugs or the laying on of hands. 
• Use of shared items such as hymn books, Bibles, offering bags, children’s toys. 
• Baptism by total immersion 

 
As you will understand if we were to meet together for worship it would have a very different feel, and many of 
us may still feel unable to attend. Also, I am not sure that our building would be big enough to allow the social 
distancing needed. The Deacons and I will be meeting on Monday evening to explore the implications of the 
recent guidance and to decide on a possible way forward. Please pray for us as we meet together. I long for the 
day when we can all safely worship together again, but it may be some time yet. 

 
Penny Pot - We have recently received thanks from Send a Cow for the money given through the Penny Pot: 

 
'On behalf of everyone at Send a Cow, we are so grateful to the congregation of Calne Baptist Church for raising a 
fantastic £165 as part of your penny pot challenge. It is wonderful to think that this amount could provide three 
families with 3 calves. A calf means a brighter future for the family it goes to! The milk from a cow provides 
nourishment for the family, as well as an income from the sale of surplus milk. Plus, manure is magnificent for 
crops and vegetables.' 

 
Irene West - This coming Tuesday, 7th July 7pm, we have the opportunity to meet up with Irene West via Zoom. If 
you have email you should have received the link via Stan Woods. You may remember Irene when she was 
working in Tunisia with BMS and visited us while on furlough. It will be good to hear about her new venture and 
context, so please made every effort to join us. 

 
Communion - If you are not able to join us for our Sunday Worship Broadcast you will find a Communion Liturgy 
with this Grapevine. It is the liturgy that we will all use on the broadcast and is designed so that you may join us as 
part of the body of Christ that is scattered and gathered. If you are able to watch the broadcast please make sure 
you have your bread and wine ready before you watch. 

 
“..... we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels 

nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 8:37-39 
 

 
 

God's richest blessing 


