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Sam has asked us to compose the Grapevine for two weeks while he is on ‘holiday’.  We trust he will 

have a restful and valuable time while off from work. 

It’s finished!  For some time now, I have been knitting 3inch squares from oddments of wool which 

have accumulated in the corner of the living room and during this enforced lock down time, I have got 

around to sewing all 209 together.  Not being an expert knitter and having different wools to deal 

with, it is not perfect but I think it looks quite good with lots of colours that blend in.   

Looking at the end of result, has drawn me to add some comments to Sam’s talk on Sunday regarding 

the renewal of racial unrest in America and around the world.  Whatever your opinion on how the 

demonstrations have been conducted, this subject needs to be aired and I trust good, positive moves 

will be made by Governments to enforce greater equality for all 

minority groups.  However, whilst legislation is essential, it may 

not necessarily change people’s inner attitudes or hearts.   

What do you think? 

Stan and I grew up in Brixton in the 50’s and (swinging) 60’s.  Many 

Caribbean and later African people came to live in Brixton, having 

been encouraged to come to the UK to bolster employment after 

WW2.  I witnessed outward discrimination, and even as a child, 

would squirm at some of the attitudes and open abuse towards 

black people including those of my father who had served in Africa 

and Burma during the War.  After the Race Relations Act came into 

force in the 60’s, it became a criminal offence to openly 

discriminate against anyone of another race – it has taken longer 

for women to benefit from similar legislation I might add.  

However, you cannot change people’s thinking or behaviour 

overnight and now after 60 years, we are facing an uncomfortable 

truth that there is still societal and personal discrimination 

towards the ‘other’.  Personally, I have greatly valued being part 

of a very mixed and diverse community in Brixton, Camberwell 

and High Wycombe, I have learned a great deal about other 

cultures and traditions through meeting, eating with and worshipping with those of another culture.  

When we moved to South Wales, there was another kind of discrimination – but that was only a benign 

attitude surfacing when Wales played England at Rugby!   

We do not have a very diverse racial community in Calne.  But we do live in a multi-cultural society 

and cannot close our eyes or our hearts to the need to address our own attitudes in particular when 

it comes to our faith.  The worldwide church has been guilty over the years of much discrimination 

and if we are entirely honest, we may have harboured some attitudes buried deep down that we might 

be ashamed of should they rise to the surface.   

Going back to my knitted patchwork, the squares were not of much use sitting in my living room 

corner, it took patience, time and the right attitude to sew them together to make something rather 

pleasing.  If we want our church to reflect the love and care of God who welcomes all to the Table, we 

need to welcome, care for and love the ‘other’ who may come to live next door.  Perhaps, we might 

even be able to echo Desmond Tutu’s words when he referred to the ‘Rainbow People of God’ 

May you experience the rich presence of God and learn from His wise counsel. 

Jenny Woods 


