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Dear Friends, 
 
1st Sept to 4th Oct is marked as the Season of Creation, when the Christian family unites for a worldwide celebration of 
prayer and action to protect our common home. It is a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all creation 
through repenting, repairing, and rejoicing together. This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re more 
aware of the urgent need to heal our relationships with creation and each other, and that it requires radically new ways 
of living. If you are like me, it is hard to know where to start.  
 
Last week I wrote about 'rewilding', and this week I have been thinking about bees having watched 'Jimmie's Big Bee 
Project' last Sunday night. Did you know that each teaspoon full of honey is the life's work of twelve honey bees. 
Imagine that! It's estimated that bees fly 55,000 miles to make just one pound of honey. That's 2.2 times around the 
world. Had you ever wondered how a bee could ever fill a jar of honey? If it were just down to one bee it would be a 
mighty task but the work is shared by many thousands of bees and is a great example of what can be achieved by a co-
ordinated effort. Think of it in terms of humans creating something like a pyramid. It takes approximately 22,700 bees to 
fill a single one pound (0. 454g) jar of honey. That sounds very impressive, but a colony of bees doesn't just make one jar 
of honey. Over a year the queen bee will produce between 100,000 and 200,000 bees and each bee will only spend 
between 10 and 20 days collecting nectar. Most worker bees only live for around six weeks in the summer and they can 
only go and forage for nectar on days when the air is warm enough.  
 
At its most productive a single colony of bees could theoretically produce around 800 kg of honey, that's almost a 
tonne. Beehives aren't the size of warehouses to accommodate all that honey because it's being continually used up by 
the bees as fuel, primarily to keep the brood warm during the winter. Bees use their honey as an energy source for the 
hive. Depending on the weather, a hive might use over 20kg (44 pounds) of honey over a single winter. So at any given 
time there may only be between 10 and 20 kg of honey in the hive. 
 
Without bees much of our food source would disappear overnight. Our flowering plants rely on bees for pollination so 
that they can produce fruit and seeds. Without them pollinating the plants, there wouldn't be many fruit or vegetables 
for us to eat. It's amazing that one insect has such a profound impact on the sustainability of life. As I sit out in my 
garden and watch the bees progress from flower to flower I often reflect on how incredible God's creation is, with it's 
amazing interdependence of life. One species depending on another for survival. I was sad earlier on in the year because 
my sparrow box had been taken over by a colony of bees, but on reflection I am delighted.  
 
Now I know that each teaspoon full of honey is the life's work of twelve honey bees I am much more thankful to God as 
I pour my teaspoon of honey on my porridge each morning. It also makes me think about my life's work and the impact 
that it has on creation. Too often the thought of reversing the damage done to creation seems too big for me to resolve. 
It feels like my efforts are only a drop in the ocean, but the more good we each do the better God's world will be. And 
together, with God's help we can create something amazing. Remember that what we do today has eternal significance. 
 

Creator God, you made the goodness of the land, the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; We thank you 
for the riches of your creation. May we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

God's richest bless 
 
 
 


