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Dear Friends, 
 
Sam is busy making arrangements for his father’s return home from hospital so I have taken over the Grapevine 

for this week.  We pray that Peter will settle happily and safely at home and thank God for his recovery. 

Much earlier in the year, I came across this expansion on the Beatitudes which I thought I would share with you: 

You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope – with less of you, there is more of God and His rule. 

God loves those who are sad or depressed – they are welcome in God’s house. 

You’re blessed when you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you – only then can you be embraced by 

the One most dear to you. 

God embraces those who have lost loved ones – there will be days when the pain is less acute. 

You’re blessed when you’re content with just who you are – no more, no less.  That’s the moment you 

find yourselves proud owners of everything that can’t be bought. 

God exalts those who put others first, who do not insist on their own way – they will gain all that the 

earth has to offer. 

You’re blessed when you’ve worked up a good appetite for God – He is food and drink in the best meal 

you’ll ever eat. 

God loves those who long for justice and peace – they will see a new and better World. 

You’re blessed when you care.  At the moment of being care-full, you find yourselves cared for. 

God adores those who live by grace and mercy, their own mistakes will not be held against them. 

You’re blessed when you get your inside World – your mind and heart – put right.  Then you can see God 

in the outside World. 

God reveres those who have faith in their lives – they have insight into the true nature of the Divine. 

You’re blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight – that’s when 

you discover who you really are and your place in God’s family. 

God hallows those who work for peace – they show the face of God in the World. 

You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution, the persecution drives you even 

deeper into God’s kingdom. 

God rescues those who are treated cruelly because they speak the truth – they belong to the realm of 

heaven. 

Not only that – count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw you out or speak lies 

about you to discredit me.  What it means is that the truth is too close for comfort and they are 

uncomfortable.  You can be glad when that happens – give a cheer even, for though they don’t like it, I 

do and all heaven applauds.  And know that you are in good company.  My prophets and witnesses have 

always got into this kind of trouble. 

God loves you when others call you names and hurt you and spread lies against you.  Do not despair, 

rejoice – you stand in the line of prophets.  All the gifts of the realm of God are yours. 

This is a prayer by Bela Vassady 

‘Gather us Lord or scatter us, do as Thou deemest right. 

Building us all into one Church – 

A church with open doors and large windows. 

A church that takes the World seriously,  

Ready to work and to suffer and even to bleed for it.’  

 

Good wishes to you all,        Jenny Woods 


