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Dear Friends, 
 
I do hope that you are all keeping well. As from Monday the government has announced that places of worship 
can open once again for private prayer. However, we have no idea when we will all safely be able to gather 
together again for Sunday worship. When the time comes, no doubt there will be a long risk assessment to be 
completed and much cleaning and disinfecting to be done. But my mind has turned much more broadly to the 
question of what church might be like after lockdown.  

 
The questions below were developed by a group from Pinner Baptist Church (hope1513.com) to help individuals 
and churches reflect on lockdown and the future. I invite you to use the questions for your reflection over the 
coming days, after which you might like to email or write to me with your thoughts. I look forward to hearing 
from you. 
  
The Lockdown and Me 
‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.’ (Colossians 4:2) 
  

• How has the lockdown experience impacted my walk with God? 

• What areas of my life has God been refining? 

• What habits have I begun that I want to continue?  
  
The Lockdown and Our Church 
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.’ (Matthew 11:28-30) 
  

• What have we missed the most about church? 

• Are there any things we’ve felt relieved to stop doing, things that we won’t miss? 

• What kinds of support and activities are we offering in person and online, and why? 

• Have there been advantages to doing things in this way? 
  
Exiting Lockdown and Beyond 
‘Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.’ (Isaiah 43:18-19) 
  

• Are there things we were doing before lockdown that should not be restarted? 

• Are there things we have started doing in lockdown that should continue? 

• Are there new things that God is calling us to start? 

• Some have been connecting online – how can we maximise this new way of meeting in all areas of church 
life? 

• How can we allocate our financial and people resources to achieve this? 

• What may be the enduring pastoral needs caused by lockdown – economic, emotional, spiritual, medical 
– that we will need to respond to? 

• How can we share the gospel with people in this new context? 
 
N.B. I will be on annual leave from 15th-28th June 
 

    God bless you all 


