Welcome to all the CBC Fellowship.

JE
£ LNE‘ .~* Here is the CBC Newsletter/diary for September 2026. If you have
BaTIs CURCH  any comments or contributions, feel free to contact me,

Jenny Woods — secretary@calne-baptist.org.uk Telephone — 01249 814499

Greetings to you all. ‘May the gifts and benefits that come from God our Father, and the
Master, Jesus Christ, be yours.” 1 Cor.1:3

| trust that many of you will have had the opportunity to take a break during August and are
feeling renewed as we approach the coming months with activities starting up again. We
are very grateful to Danny, Neil and Juliet for their special Sunday morning talks while
Wayne had a much deserved break. Please pray for God to continue to guide the church
leadership and Wayne in particular, as we look towards the future and what God has in
store for us a church and as individuals. Also, remember in prayer all young people looking
to new beginnings — starting school or nursery, moving on to senior school, college or
University or an apprenticeship and those who have yet to discover a way forward.

| try to listen to the Sunday morning service on BBC radio 4 before our own service on
Sunday mornings. The annual Edinburgh Arts Festival happened recently and the radio
service came from there last Sunday. It centered on the parable of the Prodigal Son and |
was particularly struck and stirred by some of the thoughts conveyed to the listeners from
the presenter — Philip Blackledge, Priest in the Scottish Episcopal Church. It was the
reaction of the son’s father that touched my heart. This loving, generous father who was
looking out for his willful child all the time, not knowing what was happening to him or if he
would ever see him again and when the son eventually returned home, hungry, dirty,
disgraced, expecting judgement, reprimand and punishment, the father ran to meet him.
When they met, the father pulled him up from his knees, hugged and kissed him — unclean
both physically and spiritually. Before the son could relay his sorry speech, the father had
new robes and the rings ready for the son, signs that he was accepted back fully into the
family and then they had a party. What an amazing picture of the beautiful and
indescribable love of our generous God, always on the look out for us, always willing to
welcome us with open arms when we return to him from our straying ways.

‘But God put his love on the line for us by offering his son in sacrificial death while we
were of no use to him at all’ (Romans 5:8, Message Bible).

A modern worship song by Cory Asbury puts it like this:

‘Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God,

Oh, it chases me down, fights ‘til I’'m found, leaves the ninety-nine.

I couldn’t earn it and | don’t deserve it, still you give yourself away.

Oh, the overwhelming, never-ending, reckless love of God.’
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Summer Festivals: Festivals abound during the summer months and praise God that
Christian festivals are no exception. We had our own Christian Festival last Saturday at
Bremill for the second year running. Edenbridge, thanks to the inspiration and hard work of
Kim Vale, was a great occasion of praise, worship and fellowship. | am sure all those who
attended were blessed in many ways and | particularly valued meeting up with others from
far and near who shared some of their Christian journeys.

BMS News: The devastating situation in Nepal will be in our thoughts and prayers. Alan
and Megan Barker are BMS mission workers in Nepal and have highlighted some needs
following the awful flood. They ask prayers particularly for the Nepalese Government and
Organisations dealing with the situation, that supplies will get to those in peril; for the
bereaved and those searching for surviving relatives; for the safety of rescuers; that further
flooding will not occur and for the eventual recovery and rebuilding of country and lives.

Church Building Update: Progress is being made with the block work and fund-raising
continues to address the financial shortfall. Continue to pray for all aspects of the work
including the site workers, the 20/20 team and the fund-raising group.

At the July Church Meeting it was agreed to ask the fellowship to submit ideas for the
naming of the new church. The Deacons will be considering these ideas next week (2"
September) in order to put possibilities to the Church Meeting on 20" September. | have
had a few suggestions so far. If you have not submitted a suggestion yet, please let me
have your thoughts well before next Wednesday.

New Methodist Minister: Will Fletcher, will be covering this area including Calne Methodist
Church. There will be a Welcome Service at 4pm followed by a shared Tea at Melksham
Methodist Church on 6% September.

Tesco Hub — Tuesday 1% September — CBC have a stall from 9.00am-1.00pm promoting the
new church building.

Regular activities
Living Room
Toddler Group

Boys & Girls Brigade
Evening Prayer
Traditional Service
Big Family Church

Mondays 10.30am—2.00pm. Scout Hall (resumes 7" Sept.)
Fridays 9.15am—-11.15am, Scout Hall (resumes 11t Sept.)
Call/text 07752 61277 or 07914 755134 to book from September
1%t and 3" Sunday of each month at 6.00pm Scout Hall
6'" September 10am at Bremhill View
6'" September 11.00am at Bremhill View
Encounter Sunday 27" September 6.00pm at Scout Hall
Home Groups Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays.

Continue to pray as we move forward under the banner of Christ
“To you alone, O Lord, to you alone and not to us, must glory be given because of your
constant love and faithfulness”. Psalm 115:1
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