Home Group Notes: Week Beginning Sunday 12th July 2026
REFLECTION [suggest 15 mins]

What is the best film — or TV series - you have ever watched? What aspects of that film most deeply

moved you, and why?
PRAISE THROUGH WORSHIP & WORD [suggest 10 - 20 mins]

Read JUDE 1:24, 25. Use these verses to inform your own prayers of thanksgiving & worship.
STUDY [suggest 30 - 45 mins]

Almost every enduring story awakens one of these longings: for a rightful king; for home; for evil to be
defeated; for death not to have the last word; for hidden beauty; for forgiveness; for a world where

every sacrifice matters; for someone greater than ourselves - a hero - to come and set things right.
Q. Name some films or fairy stories that you’ve seen or heard that include some of the above.
Q. Why do these films & stories seem to borrow from the Greatest Story of them all: the Bible?

The Christian claim is not that these longings are childish fantasies, but that they are echoes of the

world God intends. In fact, the Bible has some wonderful moments of enchantment and wonder.

Q. What moments of wonder can you recall from the Bible? [CLUE: a burning bush, fiery chariots,
dreams, angels, talking donkeys, giant fish, cosmic battles, trees clapping their hands, stars singing,

and a city descending from heaven.]

Like the Wizard of Oz’ Tin Man, it really does feel like our hearts have become ‘disenchanted’. Since
Eden, we have lost something urgent and vital: the sense of a deeper, spiritual dimension. As C. S.
Lewis putit, Christianity is the "true myth": the story that all the great myths are dimly pointing toward.

Below are some questions with references to films and the spiritual lessons they teach us:

Q. In‘Lord of the Rings’, Frodo's quest resonates with us because we instinctively believe evil should

not have the final word. Why do we long for a world where good ultimately triumphs over evil?

Q. How does the gospel deepen—not diminish—that hope? See Revelation 21:1-5; Romans 8:18-25;

Isaiah 11:1-9.

Q. Why are ordinary people so often the true heroes in films? For example, in ‘The Hobbit’ & ‘The Lord
of the Rings’, Bilbo and Frodo are not mighty warriors. God likewise delights in using the humble. Why
might God be calling us to ordinary faithfulness rather than extraordinary success? See: 1 Cor. 1:26-

31; Judges 6:11-16; Luke 1:46-55.



Q. Why does sacrifice move us so deeply? For example, think of: Armageddon; The Lion, the Witch and
the Wardrobe; or Avengers: Endgame. Stories of self-giving love touch something universal. What
makes Christ's sacrifice fundamentally different from every fictional one? See: John 15:13; Romans

5:6-8; Philippians 2:5-11.

Q. Why does every great story include a journey through darkness? For example: The Empire Strikes
Back, The Lord of the Rings, Moana. Transformation almost always comes through suffering. How has

God used difficult seasons to reshape your faith? See: Romans 5:1-5; James 1:2-4; Psalm 23.

Tolkien argued that the gospelis the "eucatastrophe"—the greatest joyous turn from disasterin

history—where the deepest longings expressed in fairy stories become reality in Christ. Rather than
competing with Scripture, the best stories awaken our imagination to perceive the world as charged
with meaning, providence, sacrifice, beauty, and hope. They cultivate an enchanted vision in which

ordinary life is lived before the face of a God who is actively redeeming all things.

Q. This week, in what ways can we ‘re-enchant’ our hearts, to see life as One, Great, Sweeping — but

True — Story of Good overcoming Evil through self-sacrifice and Divine Love?
PRAYING TOGETHER [suggested 15 mins]

Pray for one another, to encourage each other in the most holy faith. Just as the Fellowship of the Ring
headed off to Mordor to defeat evil once and for all, encourage one another —in the Fellowship of

Christ-in prayer and with words of encouragement.



