
 

 

Home Group Notes: Week Beginning Sunday 5th July 2026 

 

REFLECTION [suggest 15 mins] 

If you had 10 minutes' notice to leave your home and never return, what would you take, apart from 

clothes? Why? If you had to leave the Calne area permanently, what would you miss the most? 

PRAISE THROUGH WORSHIP & WORD [suggest 10 – 20 mins] 

Read Psalm 119:97-104. (If reading together, try changing ‘I’ to ‘we’ throughout.) Use these 

verses to inform your own prayers of thanksgiving & worship. 

STUDY [suggest 30 - 45 mins] 

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2; Q. Peter writes the Greek words for 'chosen', 'exiles', and 'scattered' one after 

another in verse 1. If you were one of the first recipients of this letter, would this combination surprise 

you? How would you relate being chosen by God to your experience of exile?  

Q. Peter addresses his letter to Christians who were 'exiles' in the literal sense. However, in 1:17 he 

tells his readers to live out their time of exile in reverence for God the Father, and in 2:11 he tells them 

as exiles to have nothing to do with the passions of the flesh. It seems that Peter thought of ‘exile' as a 

metaphor for the Christian life. How well can we understand that, if we have never experienced exile? 

Q. Do you find it easier to understand 'grace' as an object or as a relationship? How would you explain 

'grace’ to a non-Christian? 

Read 1 Peter 1:22-23; Q. How many relational words can you identify in these two verses? What 

relationships do they describe? Peter uses the phrase 'born again' in verse 23; does this mean anything 

different from the words in the conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus in John 3:3-7? 

Read 1 Peter 1:24-25; Q. Do you think it is fair to describe the greatest human achievements as 'wild 

flowers that fall'? Why / why not? Peter regards his quotation, from Isaiah 40:6-8, as 'the Good News'; 

do you agree? Compare this statement with Hebrews 4:12. 

Read 1 Peter 2: 1-3; Q. Peter links verse 1 with a ‘therefore' to the end of chapter 1. What link do you 

see between the Good News and good behaviour? Peter wrote to Christians; did they need to be told to 

get rid of 'all malice'? Do we? 

Read 1 Peter 2: 4-8; Q. In ancient architecture, the ‘cornerstone' was the reference point from which 

the construction of the whole building was worked out. Peter identifies Jesus as the cornerstone; what 

does it mean for us to be 'living stones' being built into a ‘spiritual temple'? 

 



 

 

Read 1 Peter 2: 9-10, preferably out loud together from the same translation. You could use the 

following: 

You are a chosen people, royal priests, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession. 

You were chosen to tell about the wonderful acts of God, who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light.  

At one time you were not a people, but now you are God’s people. In the past you had never 

received mercy, but now you have received God’s mercy. (New Century Version) 

You could shout ‘Hallelujah!'  

 

PRAYING TOGETHER [suggested 15 mins]  

Pray for one another, and for the whole congregation: that we might praise God for our salvation through his 

Son, Jesus Christ; that we might truly love one another; that we might be eager to drink in pure spiritual 

milk; that our lives might be good news for everyone we meet. 


